
The Sargassum Information hub: 
Exploiting satellite data to support Sargassum 

monitoring and forecasting 

Shelly-Ann Cox
Fisheries Management Specialist

Founder and CEO Blue Shell 

Productions 

Barbados, West Indies

Plenary session #2 

Ecosystem Conservation

5th  Symposium  |  Accra, Ghana |  24 – 28 October 2022



5th  Symposium  |  Accra, Ghana |  24 – 28 October 2022

Dr. Shelly-Ann Cox, Blue Shell Productions

The Sargassum 
Information Hub:
Exploiting satellite data to 
support sargassum monitoring 
and forecasting





Negative Impacts are 
multi-sectoral

Fisheries Tourism

Environment Coastal Living

Public health
Maritime 
transport

Energy Water



Sargassum Opportunities
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Sargassum Information Hub
https://sargassumhub.org





Satellite-based Sargassum Watch System (SaWS)
9 - 15 Oct 2022
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CLS - SAMTool



Early Warning Systems



Bulletins

https://sargassumhub.org/monitoring/



Monitoring Systems



Monitoring Systems



SARGNET Listserv & Slack Workspace
https://listserv.fiu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=SARGNET&A=1



Sargassum Podcast
https://marinefrontiers.org/sargassum



Webinars, Workshops, 
Symposia, Conferences….

https://sargassumhub.org/events/

9 November 2022: GCFI75 – Fort Walton – Destin, Florida



Sargassum Reference Repository

https://sargassumhub.org/research-information/ https://bit.ly/SargRefRepository



THE SARGASSUM INFORMATION HUB 
SHOULD NOT BE ALIEN TO 

CULTURAL AND LOCAL CONTEXTS 





IT IS NO LONGER ENOUGH FOR THE 
SARGASSUM INFORMATION HUB 

TO BE BEAUTIFULLY PASSIVE 



Shifting mindsets



Future developments of the Hub

• Incorporation of disability friendly 
features to facilitate wider access

• Dashboards to illustrate statistics 
on the impacts of sargassum 
influxes, volumes, clean up costs 
etc

• The integration of a RSS feed 
crawler to assist in populating the 
Events and News web pages

• Feature summaries of sargassum 
publications and book reviews

• Integrating an online forum to 
connect people with similar 
interests

• Job advertisements for sargassum 
related projects

• Features on sargassum innovations 
and the use of digital technologies 
in building sustainable sargassum 
value chains

• Delivering online courses on 
sargassum management and 
valorisation



Moonshot Ideas

• Launching a virtual sargassum art gallery and promote the use of 
Non-Fungible Tokens (NFT) to sell/trade digital art,

• Developing a Computerised Decision Support System that 
incorporates monitoring, forecasting, and sargassum hazard and 
exposure data,

• Hosting a Sargassum Tournament to promote the use of simulation 
adaptation frameworks in response planning, and

• Launching an online Sargassum Store that sells certified sargassum 
products produced by various companies.
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