
 
The 
Group on Earth Observations  
 

Douglas Cripe, GEO Secretariat 

1 



Earth Observations 
In, on and around the Earth 

What is Earth observation? 

Earth observation is the 
gathering of information 
about physical, chemical and 
biological systems in, on and 
around the Earth.  



Earth Observations 
In, on and around the Earth 

What are Earth observations important? 

Earth observations are crucial 
for informed decision making 
on a myriad of issues that 
affect human well-being, the 
environment and the 
economy. 



Group on Earth Observations 
An overview 

What is GEO? 

GEO is an intergovernmental 
partnership working to 
improve the availability, 
access and use of Earth 
observations for the benefit 
of society. 



MEMBER COUNTRIES 



126 PARTICIPATING ORGANIZATIONS 



A  S H A R E D  V I S I O N  
T O  R E A L I Z E  A  F U T U R E  W H E R E   

D E C I S I O N S  A N D  A C T I O N S ,   
F O R  T H E  B E N E F I T  O F  H U M A N K I N D ,   

A R E  I N F O R M E D  B Y   
C O O R D I N A T E D ,  C O M P R E H E N S I V E  A N D  S U S T A I N E D  E A R T H  

O B S E R V A T I O N  I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  S E R V I C E S .  



G E O  I N  N U M B E R S   







COUNTRIES WITH OPEN EARTH OBSERVATIONS DATA POLICIES  
OR OPEN DATA PORTALS INCLUDING EARTH OBSERVATIONS 



Group on Earth Observations 
An overview 

What does GEO do? 

GEO’s 105 Member 
governments and 126 
Participating Organizations 
work together to develop and 
implement Earth observation 
programmes and initiatives that 
solve global environmental 
problems. 



Group on Earth Observations 
An overview 

What does GEO have to offer? 

In addition to 73 Work 
Programme activities, the GEO 
community is creating a Global 
Earth Observation System of 
Systems (GEOSS), and has 
already made over 400 million 
data and information resources 
available via 
www.geoportal.org 

http://www.geoportal.org


Group on Earth Observations 
Our priorities 

What are GEO’s priorities? 

GEO’s global priorities include supporting the UN 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development, the Paris Agreement on Climate 
Change, and the Sendai Framework for disaster Risk.  













 
V I S I O N  F O R  G E O S S  

 
 

• F r o m  M e t a t d a t a  t o  K n o w l e d g e  
h u b .  

• T a r g e t e d ,  p r o j e c t - d r i v e n  
a p p r o a c h .  

• O p e n  s o u r c e  f o r  d e v e l o p i n g  
w o r l d .  
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